Kelly Peirse info & a Hand from the 2016 Memorial Tournament

Well it is now fifteen years since the accident that killed Kelly so appropriate to write a little about Kelly and her contribution to bridge as some that have come to the tournament this year will not know of it.

Kelly was born Barbara Constance Kelly and raised in England. She was one of many evacuated to strangers in the countryside during the Second World War – a bit tough for a nine year old but she got over it. She married an Irish international rugby first five eight – Sean Peirse and with Irish logic/humour he called her by her surname Kelly. Kelly thought that if she could change her surname by getting married she could just as easily change her christian name too.


For most of their married lives they managed hotels around the North Island culminating in being the first managers of the new International Hotel in Rotorua – now known as the Distinction. Kelly did plenty of organising the staff, the meals and functions. She was a keen member of the bridge club and secretary for many years. When the first bridge Congresses started they were in Rotorua and Kelly was the key person for local liaison and particularly for finding some club members to fill into the fields to avoid phantoms and byes.


Kelly was an excellent typist and when they retired from the hotel industry she was the main typist/word processor operator at a medium size solicitors firm in Rotorua – O’Sullivan Clemens. When she stopped being full time, she had what was to her, a play job of Friday afternoons and one other afternoon. Friday was always busy typing in a solicitors firm as there were property settlements, agreements, advice and opinions that were due out on Friday that the solicitors had been researching, deciding or just plain procrastinating up to the deadline.


Around 1995 before there were bridgemates and widespread internet Rotorua scored with the usual travelling score  sheets and after play concluded they were entered into Bob Fearn’s Compass scoring programme to calculate the results – typically this took about a quarter of an hour for a thirteen table session. I (Neil Dravitzki) was a regular scorer so I took the travellers home to go through and we went through them again with Kelly around noon on the Friday. John Rex who leased an office in the same building and died three years ago also joined us and we discussed these hands and bridge philosophy.


However there developed big differences in philosophy.  I was convinced that  leading aces against slams – at that time most unusual – was winning play. John was for attempting to avoid blowing a trick and leading passively or leading a trump. Sometimes it worked but there was angst when our side went to bed with an ace especially if that would have been the setting trick. There were two opposing sayings “If declarer wants to lead trumps and defenders want to lead trumps - one of them is crazy” contrasting with “When we have the opposition out gunned their only way home is a cross ruff - so lead trumps until dummy is out even if your pants are on fire (from lying in the bidding)”. John had a supporter in his wife Kathy and my supporter was daughter Pamela.

 Kelly played at different times with all four of us – Rotorua had a good policy of just playing with your tournament partner in the championship pairs and the championship teams and she was very accommodating - both from her nature and training in hospitality - playing with a Rex she lead a trump – playing with a Dravitzki she lead an ace if she had one. 


Kelly was very accommodating with lots of her partners too – the club was shifting from Five Card Majors to Acol and some Precision and then John devised a “Thermal Precision” as well. Even then Acol had lots of variations but in Rotorua there were plenty of variations in Five Card Majors too. “Stone Age” – 16-18 no trump, no transfers, normal attitude signals – “Standard American” 15-17 no trump, transfers, reverse attitude and either better minor or could be short club and four card diamond – Also there was 15-18 no trump with “Rangefinder Stayman” responses.  Kelly could play them all, and her  attitude was that she would play whatever  partner  wanted, and she was loved for it.

Well a hand from the tournament – board 7 in round four that we played against the eventual winners – the Foidl  team.

It went pass from South, 1 heart from West, pass, pass, double, passed out i.e I converted the takeout double to penalty and they did not run. Our style is that partner will have some strength in spades for his double but I did not think I wanted a ruff so lead the three of clubs. Just as it hit the table I remembered too late the saying about leading trumps when we have got the power but hoped I would get another chance. No luck – Ace of clubs, Ace of diamonds, diamond ruff, Ace of spades, another diamond ruff. Eventually an end play in trumps and they make one heart. If I start with two rounds of trumps they have to play well to go two off.


So my mistake turned plus 500 into minus 160. They sail off to win the tournament and I lead my team into the abyss!!!


Remarkably others that defended heart contracts played by West failed to lead a heart as well but that is cold comfort.
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	Anna Kalma & Jacob Kalma (2)
	Garth Robinson & Patricia Tyler (22)
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	7.0
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	Tom Jacob & Ella Pattison (23)
	Gary Chen & Richard Solomon (19)
	300
	9.0
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	Joe Van Der Sluis & Brian Easthope (5)
	Jenny Shaw & Janice Bell (12)
	300
	5.0
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	Christine Gibbons & Jenna Gibbons (13)
	Blair Fisher & Pamela Canning (9)
	200
	7.0
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	Jenny Millington & Barry Jones (1)
	Judy McLeod & Noel Woodhall (17)
	200
	9.0
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	Robert Johnston & Marie Milsum (6)
	Carolyn Parker & Nick Comber (16)
	200
	7.0
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	Linley Hay & Stephen Francks (24)
	Liz Wilcox & Michael Wilcox (18)
	160
	2.0
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	Michael Ware & Matthew Brown (21)
	Jo Simpson & Sam Simpson (7)
	110
	0.0
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	John Driscoll & Rona Driscoll (20)
	Malcolm Wilson & Gillian Corbett (10)
	110
	14.0
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	Shirley Power & Nick Whitten (12)
	Mary Dravitzki & Allan Rockell (5)
	110
	-5.0
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	Grant Jarvis & David Ackerley (7)
	Carol Richardson & Andi Boughey (21)
	100
	0.0
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	Brett Glass & Gary Foidl (11)
	Jeffrey Chang & Malcolm Smith (15)
	100
	6.0
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	Rosemary Ritchie & Joan Berg (22)
	Diane Emms & Jane Stearns (2)
	100
	-7.0
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	Trish Stephens & Paul Cosgrove (18)
	Amanda Smith & Judy Pawson (24)
	80
	-2.0
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	Tom Henwood & Tom Winiata (19)
	Susan Humphries & Stephanie Jacob (23)
	-80
	-9.0
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	Michael Curry & Kenneth Yule (9)
	Eileen Horsman & Bob Grover (13)
	-100
	-7.0
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	Bev Walker & Margaret Wakelin (16)
	Gill Nelson & Heini Lux (6)
	-100
	-7.0
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	Lynette Morgan & Ian Bond (14)
	Kay Wright & Ruth Sweatman (4)
	-100
	14.0
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	Hank Ping & Alan Turner (3)
	Paul Hangartner & Mark Hangartner (8)
	-110
	2.0
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	Neil Dravitzki & Michael Neels (15)
	Mark Robertson & Sylvester Riddell (11)
	-160
	-6.0
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	Tracey Lewis & Douglas Russell (8)
	Herman Yuan & Yuzhong Chen (3)
	-160
	-2.0
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	Ian Moore & Pam Moore (17)
	Alan Grant & Anthony Ker (1)
	-200
	-9.0
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	Helen Healy & Timothy Healy (10)
	Cherie Aston & Michael Barton (20)
	-800
	-14.0
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	Tina Dudley & Gilda Rowland (4)
	Lesley Quilty & Sonia Crawford (14)
	-1100
	-14.0
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